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COMPENDIUM OF A SERMON 


Delivered extemporaneously, by S. R. SmMitH, and now pfrublished by 
farticular request. 


“ And the vision of all is become unto you as the words of a 
book that is sealed, which men deliver to one that is learned, saying, 
Read this, I pray thee; and he saith, I cannot; for it is sealed. And 
the book is delivered to him that is not learned, saying, Read this, 
I pray thee ; and he saith, I am not learned.” Isa. xxix. 11—12. 

The communications of the prophets, or rather the things reveal- 
ed to them, were generally denominated visions, and the prophets 
were Called seers, in reference to the fact, that the powers of sight 
or vision were more particularly called into exercise in the recep- 
tion of the respective revelations with which they were favoured. 
The true prophet of the True Gop was here instructed to inform 
the people, that the visions of all their prophets had become like 
“the words of a book that is sealed.” And the reason is given in 
the preceding verse, “ the prophets and your rulers, the seers, hath 
he covered ;” that is, he hath so vet/ed or obscured their vision, as 
that they could not see. In addition to this, the Lord had poured 
out upon the people “ the spirit of deep sleep,” and had closed their 
eyes; so that if the prophets could have seen, the people could not; 
or if the people could perceive, there was still no vision; and like 
prophet, like people, was emphatically the misfortune of Israel. 

Under these circumstances, it is not a matter of surprise, that the 
real or supposed visions of the seers should be as the “ words of a 
book that is sealed ;”’ for they must be unintelligible, either to the 
prophets themselves, or to those to whom they were delivered, or 
to both. 

Whatever is true under certain circumstances, will be found true 
in the same or similar circumstances, at any period or under any 
dispensation. Let it then be recollected, that the prophet is describ- 
ing the situation of the people of God, and that these things were 
written for our admonition ; and we may proceed to inquire, whether 
any thing analagous to this description is found among the people 


of God at the present day? We observe, then, that God has a 


people in the earth—that as those to whom and for whom the 
first covenant was given, were his people in a distinguished sense, 


so all the possible subjects of the new covenant are also his people. 
Hence it has come to pass, “that where they were not his people,” 
there they Aave become “the sons and the daughters of the living 
God.” 

The prophets, strictly speaking, were the only preachers under 


the former dispensation, and whatever might be the peculiarities of 
; 38 


— 


a one 


BR SIN ons Stiga 


eS NST he eee ur Ohi 








ee 


n= RRA 8 —— 














512 Compendium of a Sermon. 


the subjects which they taught, they were ostensibly derived from 
God. Yet, when they communicated what was cither unintelligible 
to themselves, or the people, we have the authority of the text for 
believing, that they were neither sent by him, nor furnished from 
the store-house of his truth, with the matter of their predictions. 
They might, however, so far deceive themselves as to believe, that 
the unintelligibleness of their communications was an evidence of 
their divine origin ; and the “ deeft sleep” of the people might cause 
them to receive such preaching with equal sincerity. 

Now if the mysteriousness or unintelligibleness of the preaching 
of the prophets was evidence that they were not sent of God, simi- 
lar preaching must furnish similar evidence, under the dispensation 
of the Gospel. I put the question, is not much of the preaching of 
such as claim the exclusive title of orthodox, most emphatically a 
sealed book? Is it not allowed, both by preachers and people, to be 
a deep and inscrutable mystery? Do not the most learned admit, 
that they cannot fully explain their meaning; and they, with the 
unlearned, assert, that the subject is inexplicable? Take then their 
doctrine to the dearned, and he saith the book is sealed—take it to 
him that is unlearned, and he refers you to the former, saying, “ ] 
am not learned.” 

Let us, therefore, with divine assistance, examine the particular 
visions Which constitute the sealed book of orthodoxy. 

1. The doctrine of the Trinity. This doctrine comprises the be- 
lief, that the Godhead consists of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, co- 
eternal and co-essential, equal in power and glory—<hree distinc? 
persons in one person forever. ‘Take this vision to the learned, and 
inquire, how it is possible to conceive, that a son should be egual 
to his father, and not be a distinct and separate being? or how three 
distinct persons can be but one person, and he at once tells you,— 
there is no doubt of its being so; God has revealed it, but that it is 
a great mystery —This is only telling you, that the book is sealed. 
Proceed with your inquiries, and beseech him to explain the subject 
to your apprehension; and he will immediately bewail the weakness 
of human intellect, and its utter incapacity to conceive, in a suitable 
and becoming manner, of the great and momentous subjects of re- 
ligion.—He will complain of the faucity of human language—that 
we are necessiated to use terms which do not exactly convey ou: 
meaning—and that, when he speaks of fersons, he does not meat 
persons absolutely, but something which he cannot explain. Here 
then is the confession, that the subject is unintelligible to himself; 
for every man can explain such subjects as he understands. But he 
goes further, and informs you, that even if he could fully explain 
himself, you are incapable of understanding him—that those who 
have not thoroughly studied the subject, cannot appreciate its diffi- 
culty and importance, and those who venture to reason on it can 
never embrace or believe it. Here then is sufficient and undeniable 
evidence, that those who receive, if not those who preach this dogma 
as a revelation of God, are at least intellectually in a ‘ deep sleep.” 
tfow perfectly astonishing is the sentiment connected with the sup: 
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posed fact, that the Deity has revealed the doctrine of the Trinity : 
it is this,;—that doctrine is said to be a mystery. Now a mystery, 
absolutely such, and such as this doctrine is always represented to bey 
is something that is not revealed—To say, or to suppose, that Je- 
hovah has revealed, what zs not a revelation, is to speak and to think 
most absurdly, even if it should not add another item to the visions 
of a sealed book. 

But should application be made to one that is unlearned, for an 
explanation of this acknowledgedly inexplicable subject, he frankly 
confesses, that he does not understand it, and refers you to the seer. 

Thus the learned say the book is sealed, and the unlearned ayow 
their incapacity to read it if it were unsealed. 

2. The doctrines of original sin and total depravity. These doc- 
trines maintain, that the whole human race sinned in Adam, and 
fell with him, becoming thereby liable “ to all the miseries of this 
life, to death itself, and to the pains of hell forever;” and that, since 
the fall, all mankind, in a state of nature, are “totally averse to all 
that is good, and wholly inclined to all that is evil.” By what means 
these doctrines are reconcilable with divine justice on the one hand, 
and with moral perception and universal experience on the other, 
does not appear. The mere pretence, that it was just to suspend the 
present and eternal interests of the unborn, and unnumbered mil- 
lions of the human race, upon a single action of a solitary individual, 
when it must have been known, not to say it was determined what 
the consequence would be, is sufficient, one would suppose, to crim- 
son with a blush the cheek of effrontery itself. But when the inhe- 
rent malignity of human nature is asserted, in defiance of the moral 
principles cherished and exerted, in a greater or less degree, by 
every human being of every kindred and every clime, we cannot 
but feel astonished at the inveteracy of the lethargy into which the 
prophets, rulers, and people have fallen. Call for evidence, that our 
fallen state is compatible, on these principles, with justice, and we 
are gravely told, it is not for us to inquire into its propriety and 
fitness—that tne Deity undoubtedly has sufficient reason for all that 
he does, or allows, and we must be satisfied that it is just and proper, 
because it has been permitteg. Besides, we are informed that we 
have no proper and adequate notions of the nature of Divine justice ; 
and consequently, that what may appear at variance with that attri- 
bute, may be strictly in accordance with its most perfect exercise, 
You may here remark, that these sticklers for our ignorance of the 
nature of Divine justice, will be found, on another subject, to detail 
most minutely its nature and requirements. Now it may very safely 
be admitted, that whatever the Deity does or allows, is perfectly just; 
but it by no means follows, that he has permitted us to sinin Adam, 
and thence suffer all the miseries of time and eternity. And to 
urge the doctrine of original sin as evidence of the fact, and the 
justice of it, because it is true, is not only to take that for granted 
which is called in question, but is simply presenting a sealed book. 
But has any man yet understood how he really was a sinner, er was 
born with sinful dispositions, or was liable to all the sufferings of 
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life, and death, and the aggravated and interminable piins of hell, 
merely because Adam sinned? No; and therefore to believe it, is 
to believe what he does not understand—to preach it, is to preach 
what is unintelligible—and thus again “ the vision of all is become 
as the words of a book that is sealed.” 

3. The doctrine of accountability to a law, which we are unable to 
keep. This doctrine is obviously founded on the supposition, that 
the Divine law is infinite, and that man is totally averse to all that 
is good—consequently, no mere man since the fall has been able 
to keep the Divine law. But it is supposed, that the Deity could 
abate nothing in his requirements of obedience, merely because 
man had become unable to obey; and therefore perfect obedience 
was demanded, even where God knew there was neither capacity 
nor inclination to render it. Here is an additional evidence, that 
one mistake is productive of another; for the absurdity of our ac- 
countableness, where we are unable to obey, would never have exist- 
ed, had it not been first believed, that we were totally depraved. 
Indeed this doctrine of accountability, if it be not conclusive evi- 
dence, still authorises the presumption, that its fabricators were far 
sone ina state of mental, if not moral depravity! Now whoever 
felt, on the transgression of any single particular of the Divine law, 
that he could not keep it? Does he who robs or defrauds his neigh- 
bour, feel that he could not do justly by him? Or he that utters a 
falsehood, feel that he cannot speak the truth? The man who con- 
scientiously can answer these queries in the affirmative, certainly 
demands pity, if he does not require medical aid. And yet, to be 
consistent, he must do so, if we are under obligation to do what we 
are incapable of doing. Let it be remembered, however, for the 
honor of human nature, that the practice, the universal practice of 
the advocates for this system of absurdity, is infinitely better than 
their theory. The gospel was evidently designed for the moral 
improvement of mankind; but what moral progress can the world 
be supposed to make, while instructed that every soul of mankind 
is utterly incapable of complying with a single gospel requisition ! 
As an additional evidence that the faces of the prophets have been 
covered, so that there was much * lackyof vision,” they have arro- 
gated to themselves the right of determining the moral tendency 
of opinions, and claimed for their own the exclusive property ot 
saving the world from sin; while, on the contrary, they have brand- 
ed the opinions of every dissenter with the epithet of demoralizing. 
What, can opinions make that world worse, which is already totally 
depraved! Or prevent reformation, where there is no possibility of 
rendering obedience? What but a “deep sleep” of the people 
could have perpetuated for ages these visions of darkness, and have 
cherished with enthusiastic fondness, as the revelations of heaven, 
the inexplicable dogmas of a “ sealed book !”” 

4. The doctrine of endless misery. ‘This doctrine may be consi- 
dered the climax in the catalogue of visions, that constitute the mo- 
dern sealed book of theology. There are three remarkable peculiari- 
ties worthy of observation in this doctrine: 
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Vhe first is, that all mankind, from Adam to his youngest son, 
were exposed, and justly liable, to endless misery, on account of the 
sin of Adam. 

The second is, that all men deserve endless punishment, for their 
own sins, and for every individual sin which they commit. 

And the third is, that these hell-deserving sins are violations of a 
Jaw, infinitely above their capacity, and which it was eternally im- 
possible they should keep. Or this principle, if endless misery was 
the intention of the Deity, so many means are employed to effect it, 
that some of them are useless: for if the sin of Adam was of itself 
sufficient to effect the object, the actual sins of mankind were unne- 
cessary. On the contrary, if the actual sins of the human race were 
really deserving of endless torment, then the pains and penalties of 
original sin might have been spared.—And finally, if each sin de- 
serves this enormous punishment, the repetition of crime in any 
individual was unnecessary. It follows, therefore, that there is much 
more sin in the world, than the Deity can punish, even during eter- 
nity, and that he must be eternally tormented with the sight ot 
iniquity, aS unnecessary as it is irremediable. Now it is here, that 
the doctrine of Divine justice is so pertinaciously urged. And those 
who were forward, on another occasion, in maintaining that man- 
kind have no adequate conceptions of the nature of justice in God, 
are now ready to particularize its requirements with a facility as 
surprising as their doctrine is irreconcilable with that attribute. 
Judging from their previous declarations, and the nature of their 
opinions, we should be forced to admit, that man is entirely igno- 
rant of justice: for surely if justice even exposes men to endless 
perdition and despair, for the sin of Adam, it is a species of justice 
which has nothing, in common with any thing we know, of that 
perfection. And if it be just to punish men through every period 
of possible duration, for non-conformity to the requirements of a law 
which never was designed to be kept by them, then oppression may 
by esteemed merciful, and cruelty dignified with the name of justice, 
But goodness is an acknowledged attribute of Jehovah. How then is 
this doctrine to be reconciled with that perfection! In what possi- 
ble sense was God good to me, in conferring an existence,—doomed 
to suffer the endless torments of hell, for the sin of Adam? But 
how, more especially, is God good in making his creatures endless- 
ly miserable for the violations of a law which they were forever 
incapacitated to obey? That parent who could thus act by his tender 
and unsuspecting children, would be thought, and justly thought, a 
monster,—his name would be synonimous with infamy, and only 
uttered for universal contempt and execration ! 

Some miserable and weak attempts have indeed been made, to 
show the accordance of justice and goodness with eternal misery ; 
but they have only served to convince the world, that “the vision 
of all had become as the words of a book that is sealed.” 

We now proceed to show, that neither of these véstons is support- 
ed by Divine revelation : 

First. The Divine unity is very plainly and positively asserted, 
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while a plurality of Gods, as objects of religious homage, is unequi- 
vocally denied.—* Hear, O Israel! the Lord thy God is one Lord.” 
«“ For there is one God, and one Mediator between God and man.” 
« To us there is but one God, even the Father.” 

In agreement with these passages, are the various phrases in the 
gospel, where Jesus speaks of his being the Son of God; and par- 
ticularly where he denies the power of doing any thing without the 
assistance of his Father.—“I can of myself do nothing.” I came 
not of myself, but the Father sent me.” 

The same sentiment is inculcated by the apostles, who are care- 
ful to speak of God as “the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ;” and of Christ, as the “ High-Priest of our profession.” 
* The man Christ Jesus”—and “ a man approved of God.” 

Secondly. The doctrine of original sin, and inherent total de- 
pravity, are not scripture doctrines. 

The facts, that sin and moral death were introduced into the 
world by Adam, no more prove him the sponsor for the whole 
human race, and that our sin and guilt are dependent on his, than 
the edicts of King Saul against the witches was the reason of hang- 
ing and drowning them in New England. The plain fact, and the 
only fact in relation to the subject, is, that his sin was the first in 
the world, and therefore it introduced‘sin, and its necessary conse- 
quence, moral death, into the world; but natural death, the death 
of animal nature, was manifestly brought into the world by his Son. 
And yet we never hear it given as a reason why the functions of 
animal nature cease, that Cain slew his brother.—But there is the 
same propriety in saying, that we are guilty of murder on account 
of Cain, as that we are guilty of sin because of Adam. Moral death 
passed upon all men, because all sinned; and natural death, simply 
because all men were constitutionally mortal. 

To sin in Adam, to die in Adam, mean no more than to sin as a 
man, and to die as an animal, and of course an earthly nature; 
and the reason is found in the fact, that 4dam, Man, Earth, signify 
very nearly the same thing. The single insertion of the word Adam 
into a Greek text, by the apostle, who was himself a Hebrew, will 
account for all the mistakes that have occurred on this subject. 

Thirdly, The incapacity of man to obey does not lessen his re- 
sponsibility—the law stands in full force. Nothing like this is taught 
by the scriptures. We learn from them the perfect adaptation of 
the law to the circumstances of man—rewards for obedience are 
promised, and we even read of those who received them: on the 
contrary, punishment is denounced against the transgressors, and 
we also read of such receiving the reward of their iniquity —Hence 
“‘ great peace have they that love thy law, and nothing shall offend 
them,” and “there is no peace to the wicked.” For a time the 
same man did good, that afterwards did evil; and some “ ceased to 
do evil and learned to do well.” Instances of this description are 
very numerous—Moses, Jacob, David, Paul, and Peter, are promi- 
nent examples, and sufficient to satisfy us, that though our * ways 
may be unequal,” the way of the Lord is equal and equitable. 
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Vourthly. The doctrine of endless punishment. This vision of the 
heathens is not taught in the scriptures. The opinion of the Jews, 
at the time of our Saviour, will not, and cannot affect the subject ; 
since it is certain, that in nearly all the important doctrines of Moses 
and the prophets, they had erred greatly, and from some, entirely 
wandered into the fantastic and unnatural dogmas of the Oriental 
and Greek philosophy. Their doctrine of the resurrection was plain- 
ly exotic, as were their notions of demoniacal possession. [From 
the same sources, there is equal reason to believe, they derived the 
doctrine of endless punishment. But even admitting their views of 
this awful doctrine to be correct, they were infinitely more tolerable 
than those of modern orthodoxy; which in this, as in many other 
subjects connected with it, have been carried to the highest possible 
degree of extravagance: and if their doctrine of endless misery were 
true, the modern notions respecting the nature and degree of suffer- 
ings in hell are—nearly false. 

That sin will be punished, is a scripture doctrine; but that such 
punishment will be endless, no other evidence is furnished by them, 
than what is contained in a single adjective, which never necessarily 
implies endless duration. That the use of this adjective, eternal or 
everlasting, is no proof of the endless misery of the wicked, when 
applied to punishment, has becn so often and so ably shown, that its 
repetition here is needless. ‘The unequivocal evidences of the salva- 
tion of all men will fully show, that no contrary opinion can be sup- 
ported from the oracles of the God of Truth, 

“ All the ends of the world shall remember and turn unto the 
Lord, and all the kindreds of the nations shall come and worship 
before thee.”—“ He will swallow up death in victory.”—“ We trust 
in the Living God, who is the Saviour of all men, specially of them 
that believe.”’——“ Who will have all men to be saved, and to come 
unto the knowledge of the truth.” Having made known unto us the 
mystery of his will, that in the fullness of the dispensation of times he 
might gather together in one, all things in Christ, both which are in 
heaven and which are on earth.’”—** And having made peace through 
the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself—by 
him, I say, whether they be things in earth or things in heaven.”— 
«“ For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.”— 
“For he must reign till he hath put all things under his feet—and when 
he shall have put down all rule, and all authority and power, then 
shall the Son himself also become subject to him that did put all 
things under him, and God shall be all in all.” In prospect of this 
clorious result of the Divine economy, an evangelist might well say, 
“ Every creature that is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the 
earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I 
saying, blessing, and honor, and glory, and power, be unto Him that 
sits upon the throne, and unto the Lamb forever and ever.” 

This consummation shows that the do0k shall be opened, and the 
seals thereof loosened; that “the deaf shall hear the words of the 
book, and the eyes of the blind shall see out of obscurity, and out of 
darkness.”—Then “they also that erred in spirit shall come to 
understanding, and they that murmured shall Jearn doctrine.” 
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RELIGIOUS TEST. 

The following article, from the * Democratic Press,” will serve to 
show our numerous readers the spirit of juridical orthodoxy in this 
region. To our friends in the state ef New-York, this subject pre- 
sents nothing new; but, it is believed, that in Pennsylvania it pos- 
sesses all the charms of novelty. 

The honourable judge was not probably apprised, that the decision 
of Chief Justice Spencer, in the case of Gridley, was founded on cir- 
cumstances having little or no affinity with those under his own adju- 
dication. Gridley was inelligible as a witness, not on account of any 
notions concerning the place or time of punishment, but because he 
denied the existence of God, and asserted that he * knew of no being 
greater than man.” From this well known fact it is manifest, that 
the decision of Judge Hallowell was founded on the peculiar phraseo- 
logy of Judge Spencer, and not on the facts which gave rise to that 
decision, 

A distinguished advocate has very successfully shown, that the 
case in adjudication did not call for the particular /axguage of the de- 
cision, used by Judge Spencer. It wasa partial quotation of the deci- 
sion of Lord Chief Justice Willes, in the case of Omichand and 
Barker. 

Besides, this very notable decision is not now, neither has it ever 
been, the rule of the respective courts in the state of New-York. It 
is believed, that in no instance a respectable man has been debarred 
the privileges of his oath, on account of his disbelief in future punish- 
ment, by any well-informed jurist in that state. And it is known, that 
several of the district judges under the new arrangement, have decided 
on the eligibility of a witness in opposition to the authority of Judge 
Spencer, which has manifestly attained to more influence abroad than 
it was ever honoured with at home. Indeed, it may very fairly be 
questioned, whether Mr. Spencer intended his decision to operate in 
the manner of its late construction ; for, at the time it was given, 
probably nearly one half of the court were unbelievers in the doctrine 
of rewards and fiunishments in a future state. The investigation of 
this subject will tend to the correction of any errors in relation to it; 
and the rigid enforcement of the rude of exclusion, will serve to con- 
vince community of the great propriety of the following divine admo- 
nition—“ Let him that thinketh he standeth, take heed lest he fall.’’ 

Ep. Un. 

Bryant vs. Tyson and others.—District Court of the City and County 
of Philadelphia. 

Tried November 14th, 1825, before Judge Hallowell, and a special 
jury. 

A man, in this case, was offered as a witness for the defendant. 
On being interrogated by the plaintiff’s counsel, as to his religious 
belief, he declared that he did not believe in a future state of rewards 
and punishments after this fe, but that the only punishment for sin 
Was in the firesent state of existence. 

The judge, after argument, refused to admit him to be qualified as 
a Witness; and, among other authorities, quoted in support of his 
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opinion the decision of the Supreme Court of New-York, as delivered 
by Chief Justice Spencer, from 18th Johnson’s Reports, page 98 ; 
Jackson vs. Gridley. “ Religion is a subject on which every man has 
a right to think according to the dictates of his own understanding ; 
itis a solemn concern between his conscience and his God, with which, 
in general, no human tribunal has a right to meddle. But in the de- 
velopment of facts, and the ascertainment of truth, human tribunals 
have a right to interfere—they are bound to see that no man’s rights 
are impaired, or taken away, but through the medium of testimony 
entitled to belief, and no testimony is entitled to credit, unless deliver- 
ed under the solemnity of an oath or affirmation, which comes home 
to the conscience of the witness, and will create a tie arising from 
his belief that perjury wonld expose him to punishment in ‘he Jife 


to come; on this great pirincifile rests all our institutions, and esfie- 
cially the distribution of justice between man and man.” 


a 
FALSE ZEAL. 

“ For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not ac- 
cording to knowledge.” Rom. x. 2. 

This is the testimony of that apostle who well knew the charac- 
ter of the zeal which actuated his Israelitish brethren. His deserip- 
tion of it is such, as to satisfy any person, that it is not yet without 
a subject of suitable application. Fulse zeal assumes the character 
of uncommon devotedness to the duties of religion—is punctilious 
in the performance of all its externals, and appears grieved and 
wounded that all men are not disposed to serve God in the same 
scrupulous manner. 

1. The first remarkable characteristic of this species of zeal, is 
its absolute blindness. It sees not what religion really is, but con- 
tents itself with what religion is not—its mere outward forms and 
signs. 

2. It is boisterous and ungovernable: for as it originated in the 
passions, so it is ever under their control. It enters upon its course 
without reflection, and pursues it, regardless of means and impatient 
of the result. It is morose and dictatorial, and totally destitute of 
charity for the opinions or practices of any but its own cast. 

3. It is persecuting. Believing God is pleased with whatever they 
do, its subjects have no hesitation in sacrificing the rights of all 
others, at the shrine of their imaginary deity. The conduct of the 
Pharisees, in the time of our Saviour, amply illustrates the principle 
here assumed. They would resort to any expedient, however base 
and unworthy, and accommodate themselves to any practice which 
might favour the accomplishment of their pt.eposes—the suppres- 
sion of what they esteemed Leresy. We have an account of a sin- 
gular spirit among the heathens at Ephesus. The whole multitude, 
zealous for the honor of the goddess Diana, and inspired by the ap- 
prehensions of certain craftsmen, were seized with this religious 
mania, and offered every indignity to the quiet and unoffending dis- 
ciples which rashness could dictate or insubordination apply. 

But the catalogue of examples from prolesscrs of the Christian 
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religion is too lengthy to need collateral testimony irom the conduct 
of Jews or heathens. Since the middle of the fourth century, this 
madness of zeal has been the instrument of perpetual torture, pro- 
ducing an awful aggregate of human misery, which absolutely defies 
every measure of computation. Like Saul of Tarsus, it has * breathed 
threatnings and slaughter”—dragged “ men and women” before the 
mock-tribunals of inquisitorial vengeance, whence all the various 
stores of wrath have been poured in ample plenitude upon the de- 
voted heads of the votaries of liberality and truth. From the Arian 
controversy, down to the massacre of St. Bartholomew, zeal for God 
and the church continued the watch-word for the commission of the 
greatest enormies, and the perpetration of the most horrid acts of 
eruelty and outrage. And even down to this period of light, and 
liberality, and mental refinement, the meagre ghosts of the priniples 
of the dark ages occasionally stalk among their tombs, and menace 
where they cannot harm. 

4. False zeal, in its efforts to proselyte, not only tramples upon 
reason, ‘but dissolves the ties of social order, and annuls the most 
sacred and obvious injunctions of the Deity. For the evidence and 
illustration of this position, no other reference is necessary, than to 
the modern practice of exciting what is termed a religious awaken- 
ing. The most pungent appeals are made to the fears of the young 
and the timid, which, taking effect in a single individual, diffuses 
itself sympathetically to those of similar temperament throughout 
community. The desponding, half-frantic victim soon sees before 
him all the scenes of suffering with which his imagination had been 
filled. Hell expands its burning jaws, ready to receive him—demons 
tossed on the tempestuous ocean of eternal flames, are heard to utter 
their blasphemous imprecations, and the voice of Almighty wrath 
denounces the doom of impenitence in tones of seven-fold thunder. 

In this awful moment, when despair is stealing upon the mind, 
and fixing its iron grasp upon the shattered remnants of intellect, 
the scene is instantly and fortunately changed. Divine mercy extends 
its golden sceptre—the voice of kindness announces pardon and for- 
giveness—joy springs up in the wo-worn heart, and heaven displays 
its glories to the enraptured vision. 

Now does reason create these visions of horror—does it authorise 
the belief, that prodigies occur in this our day, for our conviction of 
the simplest truths, the grace and mercy of God? It surely does 
not. Imagination gives Jody to descriptions fraught with terror, 
and passion sanctifies these flights of fancy with the holy name of 
regeneration. 

On these occasions, the advice and natural authority of parents is 
disregarded. Children are encouraged in unqualified acts of disobe- 
dience, under the specious pretence of serving the Lord; and mas- 
ters and guardians are deprived of due respect and reasonable ser- 
vice, while their respective charges are attending at the conventicle. 
The necessary and indispensable avocations of life are suspended, 
and conferences and anxious-meetings are multiplied to an alarming 
degree. Thus idleness is the fruit of this species af dissipation ; 
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parents and children neglect the most obvious duties of life, and for 
a time the repose and comfort of community is tossed in the vortex 
of passion and superstition. 


From the (N. Y.) Gosftel Herald. 
LETTERS ON ELECTION—=BY RICHARD WRIGHT, OF GLASGOW, (SCOT.) 


Dear Sir—In addition to my former letters, I beg leave to offer a 
few remarks upon the election of the Jewish nation, and the dealings 
of Jehovah with them ; after which, if God permit, I will endeavour 
to investigate the subject as it relates to Christ and his disciples. 
At present, I shall state four propositions, with proofs and ilustra- 
tions. 

Proposition I. The election of the Israelites was an act of the sove- 
reign good pfileasure of Jehovah, 

It would be superfluous to repeat what is already before the reader 
in my former Letters, respecting God’s choice of the seed of Jacob 
in their fathers, in particular what I advanced in my last, to prove 
that the election of Jacob, irrespective of good or evil done by him, 
was not merely the election of the individual man, but of the whole 
nation which should proceed from him: I shall now barely observe, 
that if what is there asserted be fully admitted, the above proposition 
must be taken for granted: yet lest any one should consider the evi- 
dence already produced as conclusive, such farther proof, from the 
Scriptures, shall be brought forward, as I deem sufficient of itself to 
substantiate my position. 

The Lord did not call Israel to that peculiar holiness and obedience 
which he required of them as his people, prior to, and independent 
of, his having elected them, as a condition, for the performance of 
which he should choose and deliver them; but he first chose and 
saved them, with a high hand, and outstretched arm, afforded pecu- 
liar manifestations of himself to, and bestowed special blessings upon 
them; and then, on the foundation of what he had done, called them 
to obey his will, and devote themselves to his service, as his peculiar 
people: therefore his choosing them was an act of free favour. When 
Jehovah descended upon Mount Sinai, with tremendous displays of 
majesty, the more to excite their attention, and convince them of the 
obligations they were under tu obey his words, Moses was commanded 
to remind the people of what God had done for them. When his 
awful voice addressed them from the midst of the fire, he began with 
informing them that he was their God, and of the great salvation he 
had wrought for them, and then gave them his holy commandments 
to observe and do, Exod. xix. and xx. Their obedience was to flow 
from a sense of the obligations which they were under to the Lord, 
which obligations existed in consequence of the favours already be- 
stowed upon them. 

Moses declared to the people that Jehovah chose them because he 
loved their fathers, that he did not set his love upon them, or choose 
them, because they were more in number than any people; but that 
because the Lord loved them, and because he would keep the oath 
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which he had sworn to their fathers, he had brought them out of 
Egypt with a mighty hand. They were strictly charged not to speak 
in thei’ hearts, after Jehovah had cast out the nations before them, 
saying, For my righteousness the Lord hath brought me in to possess this 
fand, and were assured they did not go to possess it for their righte- 
ousness, nor for the uprightness of their heart ; but that it was given 
to them in performance of the word which he had sworn to their 
fathers. Understand, therefore, (said Moses) that Jehovah thy God 
giveth thee not this good land to frossess it, for thy righteousness ; for 
thou art a stiff-necked freofile. Deut.iv. 37, vil. 7, 8. ix. 4, 5, 6. x. 15. 
Samuel referved to its having deceased Jehovah to make them his peo- 
pie, 1.Sam. xii. 22. Ezekiel declared the Lord chose them, and 
wroucht for them, notwithstand:ng all their sins, for Ais name’s sake, 
chap. xx. ‘To me it appears evident, from the above passages, that 
the clection of the Jews was an effect of the sovereign good pleasure 
of Jehovah. 

Lest the above remarks should be so far misconstrued, as to lead 
any one to suppose that those whom the Lord, of his sovereign good 
pleasure, hath elected, as he did the house of Israel, must necessarily 
be happy, whether obedient or disobedient to the divine will; that they 
are exempted from all punishment due to their sins, by a divine de- 
cree In their favour, I intend to show, that 

Proposition II]. Zhe unconditional election of the Jews did not ren- 
der them hafifitu, independent of thetr obedience to God, nor in any wise 
hrevent their being punished according to their sins. 

One of the pernicious effects of Calvinian election, I conceive to he, 
the leading persons think that their security from punishment de- 
pends upon the unconditional decrees of God. I fear there are still 
men who suppose, that if they be of the elect number, their happiness 
is secured, and their persons indemnified trom future punishment, by 
an absolute, arbitrary decree ; consequently, instead of seeking hap- 
piness here, and exemption from the wrath to come, by obtaining 
deliverance from tie guilt, love, power, and defilement of sin, and by 
being made holy in heart and life, they are ever seeking for proofs of 
their eternal election, whith if they can be fully persuaded of, they 
think themselves safe ; while, on the other hand, they conclude, that 
if they be not elected, God has no love for them, has made no provi- 
sion for their salvation, and that there is no possible way left for them 
to escape the wrath to come. Asif the rewards and punishments of 
the future state were determined by an unconditional decree, when 
the Scriptures fully prove that every man will receive according to 
his works. As if God had not manifested his love to, and made pro- 
vision for the salvation of, all mankind, when nothing is more evident. 
Asifthere wes any possible way of enjoying salvation in this life, and 
of escaping the wrath to come, than that which is opened to the whole 
world, through repentance and faith. Those who are influenced by 
the foregoing hypothesis, are naturally led to seek for some founda- 
tion of hope in themselves, to look for certain operations upon their 
minds, as an evidence of their election, instead of flying for refuge to 
the hope set before them and before all men, in the gospel. 
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Because it was impossible for Israel, though the chosen people of 
Jehovah, in whose behalf he had wrought wonders, and on whom he 
had bestowed so many favours, to derive ali the advantage from their 
peculiar situation which it was calculated to be of to them, and to 
enjoy peace and happiness, unless they were obedient to the divine 
will; because it would be inconsistent with the divine character and 
gvovernment, to continue them in the uninterrupied enjoyment of all 
the blessings he had bestowed upon them, if they disobeyed his voice ; 
and because if they rebelled against him, it became him to punish 
them, therefore, they were exhorted to hearken to his word, to walk 
in his commandments, to stand in awe of his judgments; and were 
warned of the dreadful consequences which would follow, if they dared 
to transgress. So, in the New Testament, Christians are exhorted 
to Jabour to enter into the rest which remains to the people of God, 
und to take heed that they do not expose themselves to calamities 
similar to those which have befallen the Jews. Heb. iv. 11. Rom. 
x1. 21. 

The constitution of human nature must cease to be what God 
hath made it; the connexion which he, in infinite wisdom and good- 
ness, hath established between causes and effects, must be entirely 
broken; the fixed laws and order of the moral world must totally 
change, and even the nature of good and evil must be reversed, be- 
fore men, elected or not elected, can be really happy in the ways of 
sin, or before happiness can cease to be the consequence of obedi- 
ence to God; but as these are changes which no man can suppose 
possible, and as the moral yovernment of God is essentially the same 
at all times, it must follow that vice and virtue will, in all cases, be 
followed with effects according to their own nature. Hence, we might 
suppose, from the nature of things, that the Jews, though an elect 
nation, would become miserable in proportion as they became sin- 
ful; and such, on examination, we find to be the fact. 

As God is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity, it follows, that in 
whomsoever it exists, it must be the cbject of his displeasure; that 
he cannot fail to manifest his indignation against it, and to punish 
those who are the subjects of it, according to the degree of their 
cuilt, so long as it remains in them, whether they be his chosen 
people or others. ‘To suppose that the righteous Gevernor of the 
world winks at, and passes by without punishment, the same guilt 
and pollution in his elect, as he severely punishes in others, would 
be to suppose him partial and unjust. We find, the Lord threatened 
his chosen’ people the Jews with the heaviest judgments by the 
mouth of all his prophets. So far “from his suffering them to sia 
with impunity, because he had chosen them, and instead of his hav- 
ing made them a peculiar people, inducing Jehovah hot to punish 
them, this is assigned as the very reason why he would punish them 
jor all their iniquities, Amos, ili, 2. That the Lord did not merely 
threaten, but that his awful threatenings have been executed upon 
the Jews, no man can deny. That the elect, who live under the 
gospel dispensation, must give an account of themselves to God, and 
receive according to the decds done in the bouy, is very evident. 
Rom. xiv. 12, 2Cor, y. ic, 
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Proposition III. The Jews being punished according to their sins, 
has not disannulled the counsel of God respecting them, set aside his 
election of them, nor will fpirevent his doing by and for them all that he 
promised to thetr fathers. 

If, when Jehovah first chose the seed of Jacob, he had been igno- 
rant of their future defection, and the punishment which would 
come upon them, his counsel respecting them might be frustrated, 
his choice of them set aside, and the ends for which he chose them 
for ever prevented, by such new and unexpected circumstances ; 
vut if it be admitted, that when he first chose them and promised to 
do such great things by and for them, he knew perfectly what their 
future conduct would be, then it follows that the above proposition 
must be true: for it cannot be supposed, that the Lord would choose 
them for, and resolve to accomplish upon and by them, purposes 
which he, at the very time, knew their conduct would render abor- 
tive, and for ever defeat. ‘That God knew, from the first, how the 
Jews would act, is evident, for their sins and punishments were 
foretold by Moses and the prophets; yet he chose them. He de- 
clared the end from the beginning ; consequently, he must have seen 
from the first, all the consequences of sin and suffering which wouid 
intervene between his original design of making all his creatures 
happy, and the accomplishment of it; yet, with all the circumstances 
in view, he absolutely promised to carry that design into effect. 
Hence we may conclude, that sin and punishment shall not prevent 
his counsel standing, and his doing all his pleasure, both respecting 
the Jews and all mankind. Shall a mortal man, who is a potter, 
perform his pleasure upon the clay? Shall he, when a vessel is 
marred in his hand, form it again as it seemeth good to him, and 
shall not Jehovah, in whose hands all creatures are as clay in the 
hands of the potter, perform all his good pleasure upon them, Jer. 
XVili. 6. 

When Moses visited his brethren, the children of Israel, and sup- 
posed they would have understood how that God by his hand would 
deliver them, they refused him, saying, Who made thee a ruler and a 
judge? Acts vii. 35. Yet this did not prevent their being afterwards 
delivered by his hand, and brought to submit to him as their ruler, 
though they first experienced an increase of affliction. So, those who 
at present refuse Christ, and say, We will not have this man to reign 
aver us, shall in the end be made subject to him, though they must 
lirst experience the most dreadful sufferings. All the sins of Israel, 
and the punishments inflicted upon them, in the wilderness, did not 
prevent Jehoval’s giving them the land of Canaan, as he had before 
promised; no more shall all the sins, and consequent punishment, 
of all the families of the earth, prevent their being ultimately blessed 
in the seed of Abram. Iam aware that some will object, as the ine 
dividuals punished did not enter the land of Canaan, this is not to 
my purpose. I answer, that the nation being made to possess it, is 
sufficient to prove the immutability of the counsel and promise of 
Jehovah, and nothing more than this is necessary to warrant my 
conclusion. The seventy years captivity did not prevent the Jews 
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being afterwards restored, and the Messiah being raised up smong 
them, which proves the threatenings of God, and the punishments 
which he inflicts, do not militate against the accomplishment of his 
promises. Though the Jews have long since filled up the measure 
of their iniquity, and wrath is come upon them to the utmost of 
what was threatened, the Lord has not reversed his original choice 
of them, nor ceased to love them, for he repents not of his gifts and 
callings; all the punishment they have received will not prevent 
their being restered, and made a greater blessing to mankind than 
they have ever yet been: the punishment inflicted upon them is 
preparatory to the mercy which God will have upon them all, Rom. 
xi. 28, 29, $2. Sothe punishment in the lake of fire will be followed 
by the new heavens and earth, and a state of universal happiness, 
Rev. chap. xxi. Thus, we see, the divine punishments, instead of 
preventing the fulfilment of the counsel of God, are all subservient 
thereto: that so far from such terrible dispensations being any hin- 
drance to his gracious designs, which have the ultimate happiness 
of the punished for their object, they shall all, under the Divine 
guidance, be made conducive thereto: this hath been, and will be 
exemplified, by the Lord’s dealings with the house of Israel. 

Proposirion 1V. Zhe election of, and all Jehovah’s dealings with 
his freopfile the Jews, have had, and all his future dealings with them will 
have, for their object, the benefit of mankind untversally. 

Having said so much in my former letters, in support of the fact 
asserted in this proposition, I shall content myself now with barely 
glancing at a few circumstances illustrative of it. 

The mighty wonders which Ged wrought for Israel in Egypt, 
and at the Red Sea, were calculated to convince the Egyptians, and 
the neighbouring nations, of the impotency of their gods, and of the 
greatness and glory of Jehovah: the design was that his name might 
be declared throughout all the earth, Rom. ix. 17. Rahab the harlot 
heard thereof, and believed to the saving of herself and family, Josh. 
chap. ii. The Philistines were influenced by the remembrance of 
the wonders which the Lord wrought in Egypt, ages afterwards, } 
Sam. vi. 6. The obvious tendency and design of the knowledge, 
pure worship and laws of the true God, being placed among a people 
who were situated in the centre of the nations, was the illumination 
and improvement of the nations around them. The Gentiles were 
not prevented from enjoying the advantages arising from the reve- 
lation which Jehovah afforded of himself to his chosen people: they 
might participate in his worship and ordinances, by becoming pro- 
selytes. ‘Through his dealings with, and the dispersion of the Jews, 
the scriptures were diffused, and the way prepared for the apostles 
to preach the gospel among the nations. The whole of the Jewish 
dispensation was intended as an introduction to Christianity, which 
has the happiness of the whole world for its object. Even the judg- 
ments of God upon the Jews were the means of spreading the know- 
ledge of his name among the Syrians, the Babylonians, the Persians, 
and other nations, 2 Kings, chap. v. Dan. chap. iv. and vi. The Lord 
made the falling awav and diminishing of the Jews a source of riches 
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to the world, and the receiving of them again, and their fulness, 
shall be life from the dead to mankind around them. ‘The apostle 
was filled with admiration and astonishment at the depth of the 
riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God, displayed in his 
overruling all circumstances for the good of his creatures, and in his 
even Causing the punishment of sin to issue in the happiness of man- 
kind; he exclaims—* QO, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom 
and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments, and 
his ways past finding out!” And again, * for of him, and through 
him, and to him, are all things; to whom be glory for ever. Amen.” 
Rom. chap. xi. 


Clerial Joke.——Dr. Griffin, celebrated for orthodox and hot preach- 
ing, happening one morning to take breakfast with some of the more 
liberal creed, remarked that the coffee had a singular taste. The 
rest of the company could discover nothing but the flavour of the 
bean. The Doctor once more applied his gustatories, and was sure 
it had the * taste of sudhhur.” “1 expect,” facetiously retorted his 
brother in black, “ that the coffee is good enough, but you have not 
got the taste out of your mouth since last Sunday.” Passim, 


THE WILDERNESS.—Brxy S. Osporne, 


There is a wilderness, more dark 

Than groves of fir on Huron’s shore ; 
And in that cheerless region, hark! 

{iow serpents hiss, how monsters roar, 


’Tis not among th’ untrodden Isles 
Of vast Superior’s stormy lake, 
Where social comfort never smiles, 
Nor sun-beams pierce the tangled brake 
Nor is it in the deepest shade 
Of India’s tyger-haunted wood ; 
Nor western forests, unsurvey’d, 
Where crouching panthers lurk for blood 
*Tis in the dark wncultur’d soul, 
By education unrefined— 
Where hissing malice, vices foul, 
And all the hateful passions prowl— 
The frightful witpernrss or Minp. 


A dogmiatical spirit inclines a man to be censorious of bis neigh- 
yours. Every one of his own opinions appear to him written as it 
were with sunbeams, and he grows angry that his neighbouur does 
not see it in the same light. He is tempted to disdain his corres- 
pondents, as men of a low and dark understanding, because they will 
not believe what he does. Chr. Tel. 

Let all professors of the impartial faith in Christ, consider the 
mighty influence of personal example. (ros. Adv, 


—_———____ 
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